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Introduction:

On November 7, 2010, Burma/Myanmar held its first elections in twenty years after the elections in 1990, in which the opposition party National League for Democracy led by Aung San Suu Kyi won in a landslide victory, but the results were not recognized by the ruling junta.  The military government decided not to repeat the same scenario during the 2010 elections, the constitution was changed and new electoral law was adopted. The entire election process was controlled and manipulated from its initial stages. The pro-regime political parties were declared winners and new political institutions – the bicameral parliament, regional parliaments, government and president – are about to resume office. What will the post-election political situation in Burma look like? Has the country made any progress towards democracy and respect for human rights? What should be the policy of the European Union towards Burma/Myanmar in light of the recent developments? 

9:30 – 10:00
Opening Remarks:


Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic 

Václav Havel, Former President, Czech Republic
Introduction: Pavel Fischer, Political Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic

Present: Šimon Pánek, People in Need, Czech Republic
10:00 – 11:30
First Panel: Civil Society and Political Space in Burma

Burma/Myanmar is considered one of the world’s most repressive countries. There are confirmed reports of forced labour, use of child soldiers, internal conflicts with ethnic minorities, widespread  corruption and repressions against civil society. In November 2010, the leading Burmese dissident Aung San Suu Kyi was released after spending 15 years  under house arrest. However, there are still more than 2 200 political prisoners  who remain in jail. Has the situation inside Burma/Myanmar changed after the 2010 elections? What is to be expected from the new legislative bodies? How  do Burmese people asses their opportunities in the post-election time? How can the EU non-governmental sector and organizations contribute to support the necessary democratization changes in Burma/Myanmar?

Moderator:
Jared Genser, Freedom Now, USA

Speakers: 
Dr. Thaung Htun, National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma 

Nwe Aung, National Council of the Union of Burma – Europe 

Marie Peřinová, Human Rights and Democracy Department, People in Need, Czech Republic
Ashin Sopaka, Burmesse monk
Janina Hřebíčková, Director of Human Rights and Transition Policy Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic
11:30 – 12:15
Lunch

12:15 – 13:45
Second Panel: Burma/Myanmar’s Borders - Fighting, Refugees and Cross-Border Aid

Over the past 20 years, millions of refugees fled from Burma/Myanmar to neighbouring countries (Thailand, India, China, Bangladesh and others) because of political prosecution, ethnic violence and economic hardship. In Eastern Burma/Myanmar, the lengthy civil war has caused major suffering of the ethnic minorities. More than 3500 villages have been burnt down; more than 500 000 people have been displaced as a result of the continuous fighting and human rights violations. What are the living conditions of the IDPs and refugees? Is the cross-border aid the most effective instrument of support  to the people at risk? What can the European Union do to improve the situation in the affected region?

Moderator:
Jiří Šitler, former Ambassador to Burma/Myanmar, Czech Republic

Speakers: 
Benedict Rogers, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, United Kingdom

Zoya Phan, Burma Campaign UK, United Kingdom

Ondřej Zapletal, Relief and Development Department, People in Need, Czech Republic

Juliette Boulet, Member of Parliament, Belgium, EPCB member

13:45 – 14:00
Coffee break

14:00 – 15:45
Third Panel: Burma/Myanmar and the Approach of the International      Community  

The international community is split in its approach to Burmese military junta. Some countries propose to increase the pressure on the junta, others advocate for more engagement and development of business ties with the regime. Similarly, some criticized the election process for its anti-democratic conduct, while others perceive the elections as an opportunity for gradual transition towards democracy. How did the elections change the political landscape in Burma/Myanmar and what were reactions of the international community? What are the views of the EU Member States and  is there a need to revise the EU Common Position towards Burma/Myanmar? What steps have the UN and ASEAN taken after the elections in Burma/Myanmar? What do the non-governmental organizations recommend to the international actors? 

Moderator: 
Neil Campbell, Open Society Institute Brussels

Speakers:  
Mark Farmaner, Burma Campaign UK, United Kingdom

Khin Ohmar, Burma Partneship, Thailand 

Representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of EU Member State (TBC)
Representative of the European External Action Service (TBC)
15:45 – 16:00
Closing Remarks
Vítězslav Grepl, Director General for Non European Countries and Development Cooperation, Czech Republic

Marie Peřinová, Representative of People in Need, Czech Republic (TBC)
