Subject: Call for a Commission of Inquiry in Burma 

Dear Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert F. del Rosario,
I am writing this letter to encourage you to join the growing number of countries around the world in calling for a Commission of Inquiry to investigate crimes against humanity and war crimes in Burma.

Decades of military dictatorship has led to widespread and systematic abuses of human rights including forced relocation, forced labour, arbitrary detention, sexual violence, extrajudicial killings, torture, large scale recruitment of child soldiers and widespread attacks on civilian populations, many of which may amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes. These ongoing abuses have been well documented by local and international non-governmental organizations and a number of United Nations bodies.  

Severe human rights violations have affected the lives of all the people of Burma, in particular, ethnic communities, civilian populations in resource rich areas, and political activists. More than 60 years of internal conflict and economic mismanagement has led to massive migration and displacement into neighbouring ASEAN countries, and subsequent chronic poverty and regional instability. An estimated three million people have been displaced within and outside of Burma due to armed conflict, human rights violations and a lack of economic security. The new military dominated government has failed to any steps towards addressing these ongoing human rights violations, and have further protected itself from prosecution with an impunity clause in the Constitution.
A Commission of Inquiry is an impartial investigation to establish the truth about serious international crimes in the country.  A Commission of Inquiry is critical for Burma because it is a powerful accountability mechanism that has long-term preventative value and is an important step for reconciliation and future reform in Burma.

The Philippines has recently demonstrated a strong commitment to international justice by adopting a law that provides universal jurisdiction over people accused of crimes against humanity. With this recognition of the importance of the rule of law, and our own political history, we can play a leading role in promoting genuine democracy and ending impunity in the region. In April 2011, you urged Burma’s Foreign Minister to release all political prisoners and “establish a clear path to democracy.” Democracy and the rule of law cannot genuinely take root in Burma without a credible investigation of the serious human rights violations.     

There is clear responsibility of all ASEAN nations to foster progressive compliance among all of its members, with the human rights obligations set out in the ASEAN Charter. ASEAN nations must recognize that by ignoring and concealing the government’s role in perpetrating human rights violations in Burma, they are tacitly sanctioning such acts and allowing them to continue unabated. ASEAN must uphold the principles of human rights and good governance set out in the ASEAN charter in pursuit of the creation of an integrated and peaceful ASEAN community.

Considering the serious and systematic violations of human rights in Burma, I call on the government of Philippines to publicly support the call for a Commission of Inquiry, with a specific fact-finding mission in future resolutions from the United Nations Human Rights Council and the United Nations General Assembly.

A Commission of Inquiry in Burma is a necessary step towards the protection of civilian populations and a transition to a genuine democracy. Without concrete and actionable recommendations that firmly address Burma’s human rights record, there will be little change in the lives of the people of Burma.

Sincerely Yours, 
