A statement from Civil Society Organizations on Associational Law (draft bill)

July 31, 2013
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We, Civil Society Organizations (collectively) object to the Associational Law (draft bill)
published in the government newspaper of July 27, 2013 that is against the 2008
Constitution, Freedom of Association.

This draft bill is not only against civil and political rights of the citizens, including in the
existing constitution, but also a restriction to the Civil Society Organizations contributing to
nation building and development.

All poverty alleviation, education, health, peace, transparency, human rights, citizens and
political rights and other related activities of Civil Society Organizations, according to the
recent instructions of the President, will become illegal on the day this law is enacted. (e.g.
the peace process jointly facilitated by the State and the Civil Society Organizations; applying
for Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative member organization status; ASEAN People
Forum)

Associational Law is directly related to all types of associations. Lack of consultation with Civil
Society Organizations in drafting the law can make it unrealistic and can lead to negative
consequences rather than positive.

It is necessary to have a law which can protect the basic rights of every citizen and create an
enabling environment for Civil Society Organizations. Only if the law can protect Civil

Society Organizations, it can lead to the development of the nation and its citizens.

It is essential the new bill is drafted together with Civil Society Organizations and citizens.
Therefore, discussion and approval of the existing Associational Law (draft bill), according to

the parliamentary procedures, are requested to be suspended.
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